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WILSON BACKS CIVIL|
SERVICE SECRECY

Approves Poliey of Commis-
sion in Ratings of Minor
Postmasters,

—_———

President Wilson has approved the
policy of the Federal Civll Service Cfom-
migsion in keeping mecret its records
dealing with the examination of fourta
clitss postmasters,

That charge was made yesterday by
the National Civil  Bervice Reform
League, of which Richard Henry Dana
{s president and George T. Keyes In mec-
retary, after attempts had been made in
valn to met the Federal commission to
open the records for an impartial inves-
tigation and after a futile appeal had
been made to I'resident Wilson,

Mr. Dana sald that during the entire
existence of his league the Federal Civil
Bervice (‘ommission had refused only
once—and that was in 1800-—to furnish
information as to its publie administra-
tive work. e explained that the reason
why the league nt this time had sought
permission to examine the “eligible lists"
of fourth class postmasters was because
of the charge made to the league that
Democrats were disregarding the civil
service laws to obtain appointments for
political workers,

complaints of Favoritiam.

Complaints have been made to the
Civil Service Reform Leagus that the
practical effect of the Executive order 1:--!
sued by President Wilson on May
1013, requiring Murth clase postmasters |
to submit to competitive examinations
was In many instances to obtain the ap-!
pointment of Democrats in place of in-'
cumbents, most of whom were Repubs !
licans, There were other complaints also
that Dostmaster-Gienera; Hurleson in |
motorizing the rural free delivery ser-|
vice turned out old rural earriers and
filled the vacancies with Democrats,

In order to Investig these charges
the Civil Service Reform League has
been trying for two years Lo obtain facts
with regard to the conduct and the re-
sults of the examinations involving more
than 50,000 posimasters But it has
been thwarted at every move, and Mr
Dana in a letter which he wrote to Presi. |
dent Wison on August 1, after a series |
of l--'tpr- had been exc 1n|n-d n-umm--ul
up the situation in these words:

“The reasons g by the commis.
pion for this concealment are contra-
dictory and inconsistent. In its letter|
to the league of April 24, 1914, It mays:
*This action I8 necessary in

ven

the inter-|
ests of public business owing to the con-
gestion of the work in the office.’ Yet
after we had walted nearly two years,®
when it might pruperly be assumed that
this congestion bad been overcome, we
were told by Mr. Mellhenny, the presi-
dent of the commission, at our Washing-
ton conference un March 31, 1916, that |
If access were given to these recorils it
might lead to such eriticism of the Ad- |
ministration as would seriously embar-
rass it. Finally in its letter received |
July 22 the commission amplifies this|
i for its action by stating that an
stigation by an outside body may
cad the public and attack and em-
as# an Adminigtration' This, there.
appears as the vital reason’ for the
refusal, .

Patronage of Congresamen.

*Tt Is iAle tn say, as the commission
docs In it8 letter, that it is ‘of the ute
mast importance that the league and the
publie  should have confidence In the
honest and intelligent administration of
the civil service law, and that confidence
shonuld not be wittheld upon imaginary
grounds.’ Grave complaints have been
made and detailed specifications given
that fourth class postmasterships and
positions in the motor rural delivery ser-
vice have been made the patronage of

Congressmen in violation of the eivil
BV law by the action of the Post-
master«jeneral in directing that sligible
Hets should be referred to such Cone

gressmen with requests for thelr recom-
n ns, and when we ask for an

on of liste of eligibles hy which
omplaints ean be established or
uted the commisgion refuses to allow
UE o sen

them lest an inspection should
‘embarrass an Administrat S The In-
ference  from  such  conduct  is  not
nnry.” The genecal prit |-1|»Iv'-c of
founded u 1universal expe
ree that the supprersion of ey
shes the inevitable inference of in-
fensihle conduct on the part of those

By whom that evidence

“While earnestly protesting that an
m of these lists would afford no
any violation of the civil gervice
commisgion reminds us that
has no #pecinl privilege : that

= suppressed.

aw

the
the league
It is merely a purt of the general public,

and that {f o disclosure of the records

of the commission is desired the way to
obtain that i= to apply te Congress to
Investigate, Thi® i a spscious sugges.
tlon, which wauid decelve no one but
the ¢ mmission. Is it likely that Con-
Br can find time for such an investi-
Eation unti! oafter March, 19177 If it
ecoulil find thme is it likely that a Demo-
cratic Congress would investignte the
acts of 0 branwch of the Democratic Ad-

mini=tration ;

pensers of patrons

aFe  would i closely Inte  the
pecord of jts ul spensation
Appenl of the League,

In conclus'on Mr. Dana sayve:

“We  therefore earnestly ru|ll¢"lt yonu
to reexamine this matter. If you find
that the reazons suggested hy the com- |
mission for ts action are, a® we heljeve, |
unsound, and that you have adopted
them w thout full consideration, that the
general interest not merely under vour
administration hut under all administra-

! victed of murder
| Alaskan mining claim In February, 1901,

D ——

ron wrote to Mr. Dana on July 19 deny-
Ing the request is quoted In part below:

“In reply 1 would advise that the cor-
respondence which vou have furnished
me |8 being referred to the Clvil Her-
vice Commission with the suggestion that
in their annual report for the fiacal year
1916 the commlig=ion disclose the method
employed by them and by the Post Office
Department in administering the execu-
tive order referred Lo, together with the
results obtained thereby,

“The chalrman of the Clvil Bervice
Commission advises me that the allega-
tion made on page 6 of the memorandum
dated June 17, 1916, conveys the wrong
impresaion and that his refusal to grant
your league access to the civil service
record was not based on any fear that
the records would lead to criticism of
the Administration. He states that there
1= not the slightest apprehension that any
proper criticism can be made of the
manner in which the executive order has
been adminiztered and that his refusal
to permit general accens to the files and
the holding of such records as confl-
dential, Investigating on their merits
all cases of alleged Improper action
brought to the attention of the commis-
slon, is based upon good administrative
practice, an |s explained In a letter of
the commission to you under date of May
27, 1916, the transmission of which has
been delayed.”

AMERD IAW TO EMPLOY MAN.

Federal Parole Prisoners Made
Eligible to Clvil Serviee.
WasninaoToN, Aug. 9 —By executive
order President Wiison to-day amended
the civil serviee rules to permit parole
prisoners In Federal penitentiaries to
Al clvil service positions in such instl-
tutiors where they are recommended o=
the employment b} the Federal parole
board and the Department of Justice.
The President's order was the direct
result of an effort on the part of Depart-
ment of Justice officials to provide work
for Philip Gosbee, a sixty-three-year old
prisoner in the McNeill Island peniten-
tiary, Washington, Goshee was con-
in a dispute over an

and sentenced to life. He was paroled
last Februnry., Gosbee had filled a posi-
tion In the mechanical department of the
prison many yenrs without pay, and it
was decided to give it to him after his
parole, The Civil Bervice Commission

ruled it could do nothing under existing

regulations, and ruggested thmt the I'res-
ident issue an cxecutive order covering
the case,

Petitions In huknﬂer.
READ, d15 W
voluntary. Liabilities IM.!'MI? asnet
Principal clalms: uustay Al
g.000 . Frederick Loeser & Co,
and Perry D, Read, §1,000

EDWIN l. K\II\FR 1226 Park avenue:
v-ﬂun'nr{ $0.101, assets IWI
Principa rur Arnold, 4.1

and Isaa: 0

erigal,

.hb-rl'll RIKAK \\u ll\\l.\\ GOLD-
HERG, individually and as membhers of
the firm of K. & G Lighting Fixture
Company, 108 Centra street; Involun-
Ay Liabliities §20,000, assets §5.000
Aexander A, Tausky appointed recelver

Recelvers in Bankruptey.

ABRRAHAM BROWN AND CHARLES EL-

ELLA M

PERIN, itndividually and as copartn
trading a*= Hrown & Elperin,_in lulm
dealers, I8 East Broadway

hert uj olnte 1 umlnr bond of $2

GUSTA l? LANZKE, exhibitor of mo-
tlon ||' l'll"lll of Eury n war, 110 West
Fortiath steset Emanuel Fichandier ap-
pointed, under hond of §500,

schedules in Bankruptey.

ARGENTINA ASSAILS
U. §. BUSINESS MEN!

Merchants Protest to Consul
at Buenos Ayres That Con-
tracts Are Broken.

The National Clty Bank made publie
yesterday a cablegram received from its
branch at Buenos Ayres telling of a
formal protest drawn up by an assocla-
tion of leading Bouth American manu-
facturers against the methods of some
Amerlean business houses. The protest,
addressed to the Consul General of the

United States at Buenos Ayres, com-
plained of the non-compliance hy United
Btates manufacturers with the terms of
buriness agreements and contracts,
Buch an arraignment of American
manufacturers is looked upon as a most
discouraging development in view of the
campalign they have been waging for

foreign trade with Latin-American
countries. The National City Ilank
etates that the complaints mostly have

resulted from the application to foreign
busineas of the laxaties tolerated here
among business men on the excuse of
reasonableness. Some American buasl-
neas houres have, however, violated
plain obligations, a practice of great
injury to the United Statea.

The growth of United States trade
with Latin-America is shown by the fact
| that during the fiscal year 1916 com-
merce with twenty American republies
amounted to more than a billion dollars,
against three quarters of a billlon In
1913 and one-half billion In 1908  [IIx-
ports to these republies in 1518 were
about $410,000,000, agalnet $224,000,000

in 1918, Imports were In 1916 about
:;?2.000.000, Against  $442,000,000 in

Statement Made hy the Bank.

The statement of the National Clty
Bank was as follows:

The Natlonal City Pank of New York
this morning recelved the
| cablegram from the muanager
branch at Buenos Ayres:

The Industrial Union of the Argen-
tine, an asrociation of m:nufacturers,
including the most prominent in the
country, has adressed a formal com-
munication to the Consul-Ueneral of
the United States at Huencs Ayres
contalning & protest against non-com-
pliance on the part of United States
manufacturers with the terms of busi-
ness agreements and contracts in deal-

of the

‘ Ing with them. The protest Is all the

stronger for dignified and moderate
| terms, but states without qualification
| that after making all reasonable al-
lowances for abnormal conditions n
the United States the practices come
plained of cannot be considered other
| than breaches of business (ontra
| The letter, a copy of which was sent
| to this bank, has been given publicity
| In the newspapers here, and we cannot
| help belleving that a serious and even
t
1

critical situation has been created in
the development of trade between the
United States and Argentina. Fromi-
nent Buenos Ayres merchants who are
In business relationships with
branch and undoubtedly friendly ex-
press the feellng of general criticism
toward the United States because of

this

JOHN H. DUNN. savoy restaurant. 483 nupiplying incidents of which they
i' u|‘|.:n?.'-“:n enue.  Liabllities §5.004, as- | complain. They appear to be justified
JAMES P MCcATE 8 Tyndall avenue, | IN many instances.
The Brons lia re  §28,010, BRARLS | “The oMcers of the bank have replied,
[!":;_‘:" l;l.r "‘“I' ¥ ‘"‘h“r'"‘“ | advising that the branch managemen
) e‘l York State National Rssist the United States Consul-General|

Rar o
| LT en In Bankruptey.

JUDMGE MAYER granted discharges to
John P Kraft, Faul B FPurh, )l.ul;)‘ A
Huley, Muarks Chain, Augustus A tan-
hope, Joseph Holtzman, Sydney Jarvis,
James A Watt, Jullus Fokal, Lilllan B, |
Piper, Abraham K rhhw.lr!l and
Manuel Topper, Indivitually and as co-
pnrlnon trading wus lnur-lul Manufac- |
turing Company, and \14rlun' Mulhalde

with its good offices In every wav con-
sistent with its obligations in the in
estg hoth of the U'nited Btates and
| gentine business concerns, and ‘o render
| to the business organizations of Ars
wentina, through the Consul-General,
|1he assurance that the bank is using all
its influence here in the |'nited States
| to obtain among our Lusiness houses

R i

[nl,.nw.:.l.'i

‘
Are|

recn:nltlon of the Imporllm.'e ot streteh-
| Ing every point in the direction of l’ul-
| Alling even the implied obligations of
|bunlneu negotintion in the international
trade

“The National City Hank has hMll‘I

called upon within the laet year to
mmh ite in many complnints and misun- |
| dergtandings hetween customers in this

|(‘Ml:|lr\' and customers in South Amers| '\

fem, There have been some ingtances |
!whern it seemed that the South Amer- |
customer was ot warranted in his|
! .‘nm;nlaln . Either because he was took- |
Eluu for treatment exactly like thnt
which he had heen accy
ilu-lrm Justified hy definite
thinking that the
could make expensive changes in mathod,
or hecause |t
fled samples had pot
shipments,
dent misunderstandings between bhoth
well meaning «ides to business digputes,
but we are fored to may in justice to

ngreement in

heen followed in

been enoueh evidence of laxity, even of |
direct neglect of husiness agreements,
shown in the bank's experience, to wars
rant giving respectful attent'on to the

Argentine business men,

Fature In Endangered,

ligations ecrupulously In

forelgn customers

dealings with

‘*“The Natlonal City Dank went into
an expensive system extension of
facilities for American banking in for-

in

elgn countries respon®e to a strong

1

l

o
istomed without |

American mslmru-rn |

wag not plain that specis|

There have heen some evi«|lhe army bill,

“Tt will ecertainly be an unpalatable
aevelopment in American  busine=s If]
thim country finds ar a result of Ita
experience in thim campaign for for.
clgn trade that Amerlica haa deserved
the reputation of rot fulfiling 1ts ohe

1918

ARMY BILL AWAITS
WILSON SIGNATURE

ongress Perfects K2067,597,-
000 Measure After Disagree-
ment in Demoeratic Ranks.

Warninatoxn,
rled nationa] defence legisiation another
step forward to-day by finally perfecting
which is now ready for

the President’'s signature. Only perfec-
tion of the nay bill no wremains for
completion of the programme behind

our Argentine customers that there has fwhich President Wilson has put the full |

force of the Administration to defeat at-
tempts at reductions

Although the Benate conferees per-
mitted the House to reduce the total ap-

protest of this mportant organization of | | propriations of the army bill some §46.-'

000,000 from the Serate figures, It car-

rics $85,000,000 more than it did as the

House originally parsed and totals

267,507,000,

it,

Ite final pacsage was not without evi.

dence of dispgreement within the Demo-
eratic ranks, Democrat's Leader Kitchin
and Hepresentative [Mes of Texas, the
latter one of the pacifist group, an-
nounced that If there was s roll call
they would vote against the bill as
finally fiamed. But there was no roll
eall ard the bill went through ready for
President

record vote

tlans 1« hest served by full publielty, we
shall expect that you will issue a gen-
eral orvder in accordance with the sug-

gestion In our
wring the

former letter 1o yvou '
ooy et

fstrations fourth clags postmasters were
enralled 1hie impetitive clagr of the
civil servies I"ll two months after
President Wilsan tonk offlee he fssued a
new order throwing these postmasters |
¥hipe open to competitive examination, |
fn whi h neweamers stood on an equal
fonting with incumhents,

“From the heginning,'” sald Mr. Dana
yesterday, “the Natlonal Civil Service
Reform Lengue viewed this procedure
with suspic.on, because under the regu-
latlons f the commission the Posat-
master-General might appoint to a given
ofllce any one of the three candidates
gtarding highest on the ellgible list re-
wulting from such examination, This
giuve the D'ostmasterstieneral a chance
to consult with members of Congress,
and on thelr reommendation to replace
A ottty obfectionable  ineumbent,
even thongh he passed the examination
with the highest pating, by either of the
other two men at the head of the list "

The reform oreanigation han been try-
Ineg s ee 1910 to examine the commis-
#lon's records In 1914 the Federal
commntoson dended the organization's re-
quest Uin the interest of publiec husiness,
ow g to the congestion of work In the
Gt

Presbdent Willsen's Relfuasnl.

Latters ta the commission and to Pres-
flent Wilson and conferences with the
tucribers of the commission brought only
e~ plunutions and denlals such as are re-
vgwed i Mr, Dana's letter quoted

ve. The letter which President Wii-

nd Taft admin- |
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Sunny Virginia’s gift

The.Cigarewte of Quality

e
s R

to cigarette smokers

All the warmth and charm of Virginia's
mellow sunshine are wrapped up in every
Piedmont cigarette you put a light to.

Because Piedmonts are the hi
Virginia tobacco—ALL Varplmul Lively
and (olden -—Vlr‘inu is
man’s tobacco”.

nu like life and character in a cigarette,
K | be delighted with what Piedmonts
ave to offer you.

package of Piedmonts, please’’.

An ALL
e

10 for

Also Pached
20 for 10¢

ghest-grade

the tobacco

Lypate My 5ben O

Aug, 9 —Congrees car- |

Wilson's signature without a

will be called
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Latin Composition. ...
or Harvard.
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English Literaturs
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Lv. Jackson Ave., Jersey City, 9,174 m
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